
We had a great week-

end!  A boardersõ trip 

to Portsmouth with 

Mr & Mrs Duckitt.  

Firstly, we went to 

the Portsmouth his-

toric dockyard.  We 

saw what the naval 

uniforms were like 

and how the ships 

worked.  Around 

11.30am, we went to 

the HMS Victory, 

which was a great 

experience seeing 

what is inside the 

ship, for example the 

cannons, where the 

sailors used to sleep 

and the punishment 

tools they used to use 

(which were really 

disgusting!)  After this 

we had a little time 

for shopping before 

going to the Spinnaker 

Tower.  This was 

really amazing!  We 

saw a beautiful Ports-

mouth from the top of 

it and lay on the glass 

to see what was un-

derneath us, which 

was scary and hilari-

ous!  After this visit, 

there was time for 

some more shopping 

before leaving for 

home.  We went into 

lots of designer shops 

and bought lots of 

lovely clothes and 

spent a little too much 

money!  When we got 

back to school, we 

were all exhausted 

but had a really 

lovely day.  

Christy Tung & June 

Chiu Y11  
see pictures on  page 4  
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Whatõs on next 

term........  

Sat 8 th  May ð Principalõs 

Barbecue + Beach Games  

Sat 15 th  May ð Hot Rocks 

Climbing wall, Bourne-

mouth  

Sat 22 nd  May ð Monkey 

World  

Sat 19 th  June ð Friends 

Garden Party & Hog 

Roast  

Sat 26 th  June ð Thorpe 

Park  
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Dear Parents/Guardians and Boarders,  

This term has seen another whirlwind of 

change and progress in the boarding community!  

Heavy snowfall and exam pressures re-

sulted in a somewhat chaotic start to 2010, but as 

usual our boarders met these challenges with both 

determination and good humour 

and the term was soon well and 

truly underway without too many 

hitches.  

House refurbishment has really 

moved forward with new external 

doors now fitted; painting and re -carpeting of 

communal areas and corridors almost complete; 

the refurbishment of the Study Room downstairs 

with five new pupil computers; the redevelop-

ment of the old medical room into a Games Room 

with the arrival of the new pool table and the to-

tal refurbishment of five double bedrooms on the 

first floor, with new furniture and improved 

lighting for study.  The remaining ten rooms in 

the girlsõ section of the first floor will be fully re-

furbished over the Easter holidays, enabling our 

Y11s to enjoy improved comfort in their GCSE 

term.  You are, as always, most welcome to come 

and view the House refurbishments so please do 

take a moment to look around on your next visit.  

As ever, our boarding numbers have 

again continued to increase this term.  Having 

said a sad farewell to Maria before Christmas, we 

were delighted to welcome Wendy and Beth into 

Y12 at the start of term and it already feels as 

though they have been with us forever.  After 

half term, we were also pleased to welcome Carter 

into the 6 th  Form and another flexi boarder, Alex-

iane, who joined us for two weeks from Paris.  The 

House is now almost at capacity, with an in-

crease from 19 boarders 

last August to 40 at pre-

sent and we look forward 

to welcoming others as 

flexi boarders during 

next termõs exam session.  

The introduction of early morning run-

ning, as well as swimming, has helped keep our 

boarders active and this term has also seen the 

launch of our new weekend 

Activities Programme, run 

by the teaching staff. Board-

ers have been to Corfe Castle 

and Swanage Railway, Bovington Tank Museum, 

ice skating and to Tower Park, paintballing and 

a full day trip to Portsmouth to look around 

HMS Victory and the Spinnaker Tower and to 

shop in Gunwharf Quays with the Principal.  

Whilst feedback from boarders re this new pro-

gramme has been very positive, I know that some 

parents have expressed slight concern about the 

cost of so many activities adding up over the 

course of a term.  Please be assured that these 

concerns have been noted and will be taken into 

consideration in the planning of next termõs pro-

gramme, which we hope will strike a more appro-

priate balance between cost and a varied and 

exciting extra ðcurricular programme for your 

children.  

Despite all this activity, our boarders 

have still found the time to both relax and work 

hard this term.  Feedback from the Parentsõ Eve-

nings I have attended on behalf of some of you 

has certainly been very positive, indicating that 

despite the fun and mischief that inevitably goes 

on, the House provides a good working environ-

ment for our boarders to achieve their full poten-

tial.  

Finally in looking forward, next term not 

only brings the serious business of external ex-

ams but also the long awaited Summer and with 

it, all the benefits that our excellent location has 

to offer.  Aside from revision, we hope that our 

Y11s and 6 th  Form will enjoy the greater freedom 

of the light evenings and relaxing at beach bar-

becues with the rest of the house.   

On behalf of all the House Staff, I would 

like to take this opportunity to thank all our 

boarders for their hard work and enthusiasm 

this term and wish you all a very happy Easter 

break and some much deserved 

rest!  

With very best wishes,  

Margo Cox  

Head of Boarding  
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